REMARKS! 


DEBATES 


OF THE 


[Houſe of Commons 


In the laſt 


| PARLIAMENL 
OXF O R D- 


——— 


| 


——— 


| Printed by NN. Thompſon for the Author | 
Anno Dom. MDCEXXXIII 


To the READER. 


Reader, 
T is not any Itch I have of Scribling , nor -vanity to be in 
[ Print, makes me Publiſh the following Sheets. Their being 
W rit two years ago and thrown by, and that the Author 
will never be known, Will clear me from both Crimes. IT know 
my own Weakneſs to2 well to -oalue my ſelf for any thing in it but - 
Honeſty, to which I hope T have as juff a pretence as any man. 


But 1 think Honeſt Refleftions mn things was never more ne- 
ceſſary than now, when -vaſt numbers x thu call it Injuſtice to 


F- >" out and prove Treaſon,and Cruelty to puniſh the Traytors; 

The-Debates of the Houſe of Commons at Oxford was ſo 
plain a Prologue to the late Confpiracy, that it ſeems to me 
as great a Witneſs ſor the King, as any be hath , and 1 Publiſh 
theſe Remarks that others may ſee it as well as I. 

The ſubje& would require more to be Writ on it than is fit for 
a Pamphlet ; and therefore 1 have only taken notice of ſome 
things, and that coery briefly. 1 have referr'd you to their own 
words , and thereby you may conclude T atm not, if 1 could, at 
making any thing appear worſe than it is, nor will any have rea- 
ſon to be Angry, whom Truth will nat offend. I muſt add here 
ſome few Remarks I had forget, and have not time to look for a 
place to bring them in among the reſt, (viz-) Pag. 8. R.M. 
Scruples not to ſay, That the Kings telling chem in his Speech 
that he would ſtick to his Reſolution 2s to the Succeſſhon, 
2nd his propoſing an Expedient, is Arbitrary and French, 
and that it was x 4 Kings Deſign to Cow the Parliament to 
bring them to Oxford. 

Now I would fain know whether Inſtruftions from the Coun- 


try be not as Arbitrary(tho not ſo French) as from the King, and 
A 2 in 


Tothe Reader, 


in this more Arbitrary, that His Majeſty only ſays what be will 
not do, but the Country dir efts what they will have done. But 
the Gentlemans deſign was to Aſþerſe the King, and Ingratiate 
himſelf with the Multitude, and therefore labours hard to create 
new Jealouſies between him and his People, ſaying, The King 
deligned ro Cow the Parliament, And m ſhort ſtrikes at the 
Government, all at once : - And adds, That neither Biſhops 
nor Councellors, neither Miniſters of State,nor thoſe of T 
Goſpel, have endeavour'd to preſerve Religion or Safety. 

T.B. pag. 10. Tells you plainly, They mult ler Blood, 
which I ſuppoſe is one of his Expedients to Fortify the Bill , by 
this he either meant « War, or letting of ſuch Blood as the Na- 
tion is already too much ſlain'd with, or he had no meaning. 

Sir N. C. lbid. Makes Rebellion an Expedient , As I un- 
derſtand, ſaith he, 'tis propoſed the Government ſhall be 
in Regency during the Dukes Life : I would be ſatisfied if 
the Duke will not ſubmit to that, whether thoſe that Fight 
againſt him , are not Traytors in Law. 

And to ſhew how little I am miſtaken in calling theſe De- 
bates a Prologue to the late Conſpiracy, In pag. 16. H.B. 
ſays, The ſame Intereſt which paſlerh the Bill here, will 
do it in Scotland, Had this Parliament ſat alittle longer, 
we ſhould have call d this very Conſpiracy an open Rebellion. 
And ſince from their own Mouths you have their Intentions, and 
that they agree with What the Conſpirators themſelves ſince 
have own'd ; Tou will not 1 hope chooſe ſuch Members again, 
when His Majeſty thinks fit"to call a Parliament. My Intention 
js to contribute to your Peace and Safety, and that every man may 
enjoy the Fruits of bis. Labour, and ft quietly under his own Vine, 
and his own Figg-tree. 
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In the liſt Pa«tiamintat OX FORD, 


}. He Safety of the Kings Perſon, and the Preferva- 
| tion of the Proteſtant Religion have been the 


great Diſcourles of our three laſt Parliaments,and' 


took up all che little cime of that ar Oxford ; but ſuch Me: 


thods were propos'd, that 'tis wonderful ro think that 


' Wiſe and Honeſt men could believe them Practicable. 


For had the Encmics of our King 


g, of our Religion, and 


'Country ſtudicd wayes to ruine us, they could not have 4 


pitch'd on fitter. The People were - perlwaded ' to | 
Thwart the King, and that his and their Incereſt were nor 
only Diſtinct, but Oppolite ; and at laſt were wrought 
upon to deſire things lo Extravagant , that 'twas impoſible 
His Majeſty could grant them with leſs Inconvenience:than 
His Own and the Monarchy's Ruin. 

Our Scory tells us of no Prince that did Otrner, or more 
Readily Comply with the Deſires, of 'His, People, and- ir 
was a very Ill Return for , His many Condelcentions'y to 
preſs that upon Him, w hich no good man could grant 
Andit wa; yet worle, that when He told them ſo , 'they | 
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I dare appeal, not only to any man of good Senſe, but 
to any good Natur'd man, whether ' he doth not think, 
that what was propos'd concerning the Succeſſton, was moſt 
Unreaſonable and Unnatural. Let us make the Caſe our 
own, and conſider the Tyes of Nature and Friendſhip , 
and then let us judge what we would do our ſelves : No 
man that is not wanting of both, can think a Brother, Be- 
having himſelf like a Brother in every thing, could deſerve 
ſuch Severity : No Member then fitting in the Houſe, 1 
dare ſay, would havedealt ſo Unkindly with ſuch a Bro- 
ther, Yet they _— of the King for not doing, 
what none of themſelves would do: But the more we 
conſider their Proceedings, the more Unreaſonable they 
will appear. | 

Witch what Confidence could it be expe&ted-, that the 
King ſhould Diſinherit His Onely Brother , His Compa- 
nion in, and Sharer of all His Misfortunes : He who Suffe- 
r'd ſo much with Him, and hath ſo often Ventur'd his 
Life Bravely for Him, and for the Honour and Preſerya- 
tion of His Kingdoms *? 

Was it to be hop'd the King ſhould think, that the 
Preſervation of the Monarchy, and of the Religion Eſta- 
bliſh'd, was Deſign'd, when the only thing inſiſted on, 
were to Alter the Succeſſion, and to Repeal the Laws 
againſt Diſlenters ? 

Could any thinking man believe, that the King did not 
ſee,: that-to alter. the 'Succefſion, was to give a Preſident : 
A thing much]inſiſted on, and urg'd in Parliament ; and 
that it would give a ſort of Right to the People in the Di- 
"oling of the Crown, their Repreſentatives being a Party 
{aming the next Succeflor * And bythis means they wy 
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(3) 
have 2 kind of Pretence when they Pleas'd to Rebel, ws Þ 
do it by .Law. How could any man of Seaſe believe, 
that the King did not ſee, how much this would have 
Leſlen'd Himſelf, and pur the Authority inco the Peoples 
Hands ? and thatit was the High-way to a Commonwealth, 
the Bill of Bxclyſwn gives colour enough to ſuſpett ir. 

Doth itnot appear by Complaining againſt che Biſhops, þ 
and the offer to Repeal the Laws made by the Famous 
Proteſtant Queen \Blizabeth, againſt Diſſenters ; that the 
greater number were Diſſenters, che Bill having paſs'd the } 
Houle ; can the King be thought ſo ſoon to forget, 
that fromchele Diſſenters ſprung His own,and all His Loyal 
Subjects Miſeries > Why ſhould we think His Majeſty ſo | 
Ignorant of what was done in Queen Elizabeths days, as | 
to believe He doth not know that other Diſſenters, as well 
as the Papiſts, were Included in that A&t, and more Par- 
ticularly at that time *? 

For it was a Conſpiracy of the Presbyterians againſt her Þ 
Majeſty and Council, which occaſion'd that Statute ; and 
have theſe men Expreſs'd their Loyalty tro the King, His 
Father and Grandfather, as to Encourage Him to Repeal 
the Laws made againſt them ? Let, him who hath. Read 
Hiſtory, and Remark'd who are the Diſturbers of His. 
Majeſties quiet, judge. 

How Reaſonable is it for the King to Truſt theſe 
People, whea His Father (of Bleſſed Memory ) woul.' 
haxe Gratified them, if they would have own'd it Unlaw 
ful ro take up Arms againſt him on the Account of Reli 
gion ? yet they deny'd it : And cam be levere to believe, | 
that they who pretend Conſcience will not let them Sub, 
mit co a Monarchy in the Church , though Legally Eſta} | 
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bliſh'd.; bur that they will, when they think convenient,find 
2 Conſcience not ro admit #'in the State neither, © Whit 
ills may we nct expe&t from men, whole ARions have 
been ſo Notoriouſly wicked, - and whoſe Principles ſo void 
of Reaſon. as/ro hold this for one, \ That it is Lawfut by His 
Majeſtes Autho'ity to take up Arms againſt His Perſon, Theſe 
are the Encouragements the King hath to Truſt them. 

Thole Laws, which Eftablith'd the Proteſtant Religion 
amongſt us, cannot but be the beſt ro' Secure ir; and 


therefore it is moſt Reaſonable they {hould be pur in Exe-" 


cution : And for further Argument why'they ſhould, ir 
won't be amiſs to obſerve, that the Government can have 
no Advantage or Eaſe by its Connivance at the Laws. For 
theſe, who moſt Complain, are they who have found 
moſt of the Kings Lenity ; and no Dyſſenters do Conform, 
or do at all Comply with the Government , though ic hath 
been fo Favourable to them theſe rwenty three years paſt, 
Bur inftead.of Complying, as in Durythey are Bound, they 
turn His Majeſties Mercy into Wanronneſs*, they uſe i 
for an Argument why they ſhould Tranſgreſs, and as they 
always were, are ſtill Ungraretul. 

[ Had any Member in Queen Elizabeths time mov'd for 
a Repeal of the A made the 3 5th. of her Reign, I doubr 
not but he had been judg'd an Enemy to both Church 
and State ; and I muſt confeſs, I ſuſpect them who move 
for icnow. Forl am ſuch a Proteſtant as She was, and 
think none Proteſtants, who are not ſuch, 

A Jeſuit tnay, and oftenhath pur on a Phanatick Vizard, 
and it fits exactly, for both are againſt the Kings Supre- 
macy ; bur the Religion of the Church of England, as now 
it is by Law Eftabliſh'd ; prevents any Diſguiſe ; the 


Kings 
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Kings Authority both in Church and State, being the great 
&cyrity. of ir , for, which. Reaſon among many” others, 
may God-Prelerve it,- as 1t 1s. .* p19: , 

It is certain, that it ruins a Nation to Alter the Funda- 
mental Laws of ic,; and England hath Wofully Experi- 
enc'd.ic; (Ihr co. Alcer the. Succeſeon, -'is- a Breach of- the 
moſt Fundamental Law of England,” admits no Diſpute. 

_ If the Cuſtoms ot Enyland be Fundamental Laws, then 
2, Succeſſhon of above Six Hundred Years'is Fundamental ;, 
all-ou6 Prerences to the Ancient - Cuſtoms of the Land, 
whighj1 our: Common-Law, muſt :faff,”' if this one doth ; 
our claim to then being no berrer, and by the Law of 
God not (o good. 
, The Kings' Relations and Family can be no leſs Dear 
to Him than ours are to us;; ' and it's. therefore Ridiculous 
to'think he will give away their Right, *”any more than we 
will part wich what belongs to ours. 
Iris at leaſt an Extravagant Conhidence to propoſe that 
to the King to do, which, were it in His Choice to make 
us do, we ſhould call him, or thiak him, a Tyrant, if he 
did it. 

Who can reaſonably Complain of the Kings not Com- 
plying, when what is defir d is agaimſt Conſcience and 
Nature ? If 1 were Sick, andmy Phyſician ſhould rellme, 
that nothing would give me Eaſe, but lerring 'our my 
Hearts Blood , I am-ſure 1 thould think him Mad, and 
could never take his Advice. + le appears- ro: me as- Un- 
reaſonable an Advice in theſe Phyſicians of the Scare,” that 
one ſhould Ruin his long-tryed Friend, and onely Brother. 
Here I might take an opportunity to ſay much of his Royal 
Highneſs, /buttbat reither he nor his Actions are fo In- | 
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conſiderable, as not to be known to the World, and will, 
by all good men be {poken of with Honour, The Bad 
are ever Ungraceful, and Reaſon and Truth to them is 
Hereſie ; but Excluding the Duke was not the Houſes only 
Aim ; for it was Inſifted on by a Member, That all about 
the King ſhould be Remov'd.;_ nay 'tis faid', They Muſt-be 
Remov'd. Removing of Miniſters this way, was the Be, 
ginning of our Late Troubles, and this is preſs'd and ray'd 
on now ; and can it be expected , that the King, who 
Suffer'd under the bitter Conſequences of it , can a 

it ? When a People who have Power are Complyed with, 
after many Denyals, they rather 'think they Prevail than 
Obtain. 

It is ſaid too by the ſame Member, That though Miniſters 
have been alter'd, yet the Government hath been in ſuch Ha 
as that the ſame Principles remain ; So that it is plain the 
Government was the thing they would be at, and that in 
no other hands but their own, they reſoly'd it ſhould be 
thought ſafe, or fuch as were of their Principles, which is 
juſt the ſame thing. 

The late Kings Removing of Miniſters was one means 
of bringing on his Death (his Death never to be For- 

otten) and his preſent Majeſties Exile, who ſince his Re- 
mr. hath tryed the hairs of the ſame Doggs who 
Bitt him, to Curehis Wounds, but he finds their Heads 
had done better. 

As the King always did, he will no doubt till Chooſe 
his own Miniſters ; for if the Houſe do it, that is the 
next door to a Commonwealth which he can never be 
thought to admit ; and except that when men have a mind 
to pick a quarrel, they will -Impoſe Unreaſonable things, 
' ſee not why this was offer'd. His 
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_ . His Majdf -hath fuck Miniſters ashe A oves of, and 


[cannot doubt but he knows how- to Order the Aﬀairs of 
the Nation beſt of any Body, becauſe bis Council cenfiſteth 
of the Beſt and Wiſeſt of it ; whoſe Honours and Intereſts 
will Oblige them to give their beſt Councel ; and ſure 
none can judge: better what Advice is moſt proper'than 
the King, whale Judgment is Inferior to no mans, whoſe 
Incelligence.mult be the beſt through all the World, and 
whoſe Intereſt is the. Good of his Kingdoms. 

The King doth not Govern but. by Laws and every 

A& of his's puided by it ; infomuch that the very Form 
the Law preſcribes, is obſery'd by him. How reaſonable 
then are theſe Complaints of the Government ? 
- Norarethe Laws the Square only for the Kings Actions, 
the Fundamental ones ought to be fo for the Lords and 
Commons too, ſince we can have no other Rule, by which 
we can judge what is Arbitrary or not ; and therefore the 
Parliament, or any Power whatſoever , ating contrary 
to them, is Arbitrary. 

The great Charter of England is by none denyed Fun- 
damental, and by it the Liberties of the People are Limi- 
ted as well as their Properties 'Secur'd; and there you 
will find no Authority given to Alter the Succefton , which 
by Common Law (which is allo Fundamental) is che Next 
Heirs, that is, che juſt claim of every the meaneſt _Com- 
money of Eng/and. "The Excluding the Duke, 1s therefore 
ſo much the more-Uareaſonable , becaule it is denying 
only of the Kings Family thac Law, which is common to 
all others. 

I do conclude therefore that the Bill of Excluſion was 
Morally, Ynjuſt and Illegal, 2s well as Irreligious ; and 
| that 


that the Compiohs afſum'd (to thetnſelvds *ari-|Arbitary 
| Powet in Offering Tuch a Bill, becaufe it is'againſt the Furs 
damental Laws of the Nation: Such an ' A& would 
therefore have been an Act of Power, | but no Legal 
£5 ; Uo i, 1. 3 == 

; :. But leaſt I'may ſeern/ tov Pond of my- own Opinion in 
offering it in _ to the whole Houſe ; and leaſt 
Truth coming from a_Private Hand, may not receive its 
due value, which it ought to have for its own-ſake, though 
m-xamefromi/a' Cottage'; Ido here give'you to [cond my 
Opinion, /that of the whole Kingdom, the Juſt Acknow- 
ledgment'of a Parliament full of the Senſe, as well of 
thole Unparalell'd Wrongs done to His Majeſties Family, 
as of J.{is [extraordinary Grace and Mercy, to thoſe who 
Occafjon'd them. A Parliament bound by Day and Gra- 
cirude to [pzak Truth. | 5 4 
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And it is by the ſaid 4&t declaied, that' by the undoubt Fun- 
damental' Laws of this Kingdom , neither the Peers of the 
Realm, nor the Commons, nor Both together in Parliament, 
nor the People Colleftively or Repreſentatively ; nor any other 
Perſon whatſoever ever had, hath, or ought to have any Coer- 
cirve Power over the Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. ' 

Now by the'Perſohs of the Kings, muſt be mcant all 
who in a Legal Deſcent may Come to the Crown, ſ:nce 
there cannot be but one King at one time, and the King 
never Dyeth ; and [ defire- to knaw if the Bill-of Exciuſin 
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it ſelf, did not acknowledge the Duke to have as much 
Title to the Crown, as any Loyal man will allow , that is, 
whether by Endeavouring to Exclude him,. they did not 
atthe ſame time acknowledge his Legal Title by Blood to 
the Crown, (hould he Our-live the King, and his Majeſty 
Die without Heirs. It fo, I dare athrm, the Houſe of 
Commons did take to themſelves a Coercive Power,contrary 
to the undoubred Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, and 
that it was to the laſt degree Arbitrary. 

From what men lay, we can only judge what they think ; 
and I hope the tollowing Obſervations are ſo Natural, that 
none can ſay, I haye forc'd a meaning on any thing ſaid 
in the Debates. 

Sir W. C, pag. 1. ſays, That the Weight of England is 
the People, and the more they will know, the Heavier it will 
be, and that in all Ages they have Sunk ill Miniſters of 
State. Withouc ſtraining this Gentlemans words, I think 
he may be call'd a Republican ; for it the People (which he ? 
tells you are only the Hon: it Commons) be the Weight of 
England, it doth follow that they are the greateſt Power in 
it, Now for my part, I think the Goverrment is the Weight 
of England : Bur as to the Sinking quality of theſe People, 
he might have obſerv d, that they have Sunk good Mint- 
ſters roo, as the Earl of Strafford, and th: Biſhop of*Can- 
terbury ; nay, it was this mighty Weight, which ſhew'd 
it ſelf heavy beyond Example, and Arraign'd the beſt of 
Kings, and Cur of his Head. It was the Commnsof Eng- 
land, as he calls them ; men, juſt ſo diſſatisfied as thele 
are now : It was theſe ſo magnified Commons , who Voted 
the Lords Uſeleſs, turn'd us tro a Commonwealth , and made 
Loyalcy a Crime: ft was thoſe, who made Preſents of 
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their Plate co ſupport Cromwells Army ; who now deny 
the King what is Neceflary to ſupport his Grandure at 
Home, and his Right and Honour Abroad. If he would 
have them be Weighty, let chem be Loyal, for without 
Loyalty they will become a Prey , to every one inclind 
ro Conqueſt, and be once again fuch a wonder, as a Mon- 
ſer is, and the derifion of Nations. 

H. B. pag. 2d. tells us, That Printing the Votes is like 
Plain Englilhmen,who are not aſham'd of what they do. Now 
Sir, becauſe the word Sham is much in Faſhion, and I am as 
much Tickl'd with it as any Body, I will call this a Sham; 
for e're he comes to the end of his Speech, he is not ſo 
' plain an Engliſh-man as in the beginning ; for he would 
have ſome parts of their Tranſactions left Unprinted ; that 
is, all ſuch Votes and Relolves, as might let the Peo- 
ple ſee plainly how they were leading them into a Re- 
bellion, and like Zſops Crow, would have borrow'd their 
own Feathers, to Chex them out of thoſe Liberties and 
Properties his Majeſty and his Royal Anceſgors have given 
them : If this is a plain Engliſh-man, I dare affirm, he had 
been a Plainer and Honeſter one, had he been generally 
againſt all their Tranſaftions. 

Collonel M. Hopes that his Poſterity will do, as he among 
the reſt bath, that Meeting, and the former done, and is for 
having all Chriſtendom know what they do ; 1 need not tell 
you what this Gentlemans Example hath been, but will 
add this Wiſh in compliance to his Hopes, that if his Chil, 
dren follow his ſteps, they may be a greater and more pub- 
lick Example than he hath been. 

Moſt Profound Sir F. W. who pag. 2. doth dread a man 
12 the Secretaries poſt, to hold an opinion, That Printing 
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Votes #4 au Appeal to the People ; yet cannot find our Col- 
lonel M. who doth actually appeal, when he ſayeth , He 
would bave the World to judge therr Aftions , but the Collonel 
was not in the Secretarzes poſt, elſe he had certainly found 
him out, and would have dreaded him as much, if he were 
as well aftectd to the Crown : But I do not a little wonder 
at his queſtion, viz. Pray who ſent us bither? it is ſtrange 
that a man pretending to Law and Reaſon, could think 
that Queſtion neceſlary. I did not imagine that ſo Famous a 
man cou'd be ignorant chat the Kings Writs Call'd them, 
and when his Majeſty pleales,he ſendeth them away. Now 
had he ask'd who ſent for them, che queſtion had been too 
plain to juggle with ; but ſee how he lardeth his Diſcourſe 
with Truch, to hide his Sophiſtry. The Privy.Council, 
ſaith he, i Conſtituted by the King, but the Houſe of Com- 
mons is the Choice of the People. Now 'tis true that the 
Privy-Council is conſtituted by the King , and 'tis true that 
the Members of the Houſe of Commons are Choſen by the 
People ; but yet the Howſe is not Conſtituted by the Peo- 
ple, nor doth he ſay it is, altho to the Ignorant it would 
ſeem he did, and I think there is no room for a doubt, but 
that it was his intention when the Yates were Read in Print, 
that the Perſons who read them ſhould think fo. 

But every one, who Votes in Eleftions, knoweth that 
he only Votes for a Member when his Majeſty is pleas'd 
to Call a Parliament, and not at his own Pleaſure; and {| 
when the Members are choſen, his Majeſty appointeth 
Weſtminſter or Oxford, or where he pleaſeth, and not they 
who Ele& : Let every Honeſt Commoner remember that 
all he doth, is in Obedience to the Kings Wr.t 
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I am confident it never enter'd into any mans head to 
think that he could Ele& a Parliament Member, till the 
Kings Writ requir'd it, much leſs ſend them any where, 
but where his Majeſty appointed ; ſo you ſee how little 
the Houſe is Conſtituted by the People. 

Burt the Delign of Printing the Votes was certainly to fill 
the Peoples heads with ſuch imaginations as theſe, which 
even to the meaneſt Capacity mult appear ridiculous in the 
extream ; and to cover lo plain a Folly, this Gentleman 
hath us'd this Art of mixing Truth with Fallacies to make 
them appear near of one colour. 

R H. pag. 2. Looks upon the ſlipping the Bull for Res 
pealmg the 3 5th. of Elizabeth tobe a Breach of the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Government. T1 do fancy that the Bill for Re- 
pealing ir, was rather a Breach of the Conſtitution of the 
Government : And had this Gentleman look'd narrowly, 
tis odds buxt that he would have found, that to alter he 
Succeſſion, which he 1s ſo forward for, was a greater Breach 
of our beſt Conſtitution , than ſlipping the Bill was; 
but ro break the Conſtitution of- the Government, and not 
to break it, is the ſame fault, when theſe worthy Pa- 
triots pleaſe. But this Gentleman you muſt know is a 
Stateſman, and tho he ſeem'd concern'd for the Conſticu- 
_ tion of the Government, yer he cares nomore for it than 
one great Favorite does for another that is greater than him- 
ſelf, yet gives him good words, and is his humble Ser- 
vant , till opportunity offers ro be otherwiſe, But he is 
much concern'd that he ſhould be call'd a Republican, and 
ſays, That they who are about to alter the Government will caſt 
it upon others , This he proves by undenyable demonſtati- 

ons, for whilſt he is labouring againſt the Succeſſion, he tells 
you, 
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you, Othess would alter the Government. And to follow his | 
{imile of the Pick-pockets, like them he tells you, Others '| 
are about to change the Conſtitution , only to give you'a good 
Opinion of him and his party ; whilſt | a cheir own Votes (1 
you may diſcover, that they are the People, who with all 
Cunning, and Induſtry endeavour to alter the Government. *' 

Now if his Majeſty will believe this Worthy Member *' 
and his Party, they will ſerve him like a Juggler, and as 
ſoon as they have got him co Wink, give him a Box on ! 
the Ear. ; | 

Sir N. C. Humbly moves, That fer the Preſervation of | 
the Proteſtant Religion, and Security of the Kimgs Perſon, |, 
a Bill be brought in againſt a Popiſh Succeſſor, and particu- | 
larly againſt James Duke of York. 

This is a very humble motion for all its haughty looks, 
and won't call the Duke his Royal Highneſs, as if he could 
take away that Title trom him,as he would perſvade men | 
he can his Right of Blood ; and tho it owns James Duke | 
of Jork a Succeſlor particularly, yet you muſt not think he 
intends to alter the Succeſſion any more than the reſt ; who 
all deny that Deſign. This 1s but tranſmitting, berween 
which and altering , there is as much difference, as be- 
rween Tranſlating and Cobling ; and tho this looks as if | 
the Houſe jnclin'd towards akin this Age like that, in 
which thoſe that belong 'd to that Art were in faſhion, yet | 
you muſt not think ſo ; for then you will bz Popiſh and | 
Arbitrary wamediarely. But one may think , that this 
humble motion, is next door to that part of a Declaration 
in that Curſed Parliament in the late Kings time,which lays, 
That they may di/ poſe of the King when they pleaſe : And 
we may think ſt;aoge, that 10 Frote/iant a motion ſhould 

have 
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| haveſo ill aground, asa Jeſuitical Principle, and yet the 
moſt Wiſe Member not fee it, and chat it was ſo far from 
| preſerving to us the Proteſtant Religion, that it took all Re- 
ligion away, and would make us a pack of Villains. 
L.G. p. 2. Having little co ſay (for where litcle is in, 
lictle can come out)tells us for news, the Duke of York u in 
Scotland : and [ tell him there he will be, if he take my 
; advice, for theHonourable Houſe are of late, like theWatch, 
; whooftner puniſhes to ſhew their Power, than for any Of- 
| fence committed ; and commonly he falls under their laſh, 
who leaſt deſerves it. They would have Impeach'd the 
Duke, and could the Body Politick of the Nation (all moſt 
| Religious Men) have wanted Witneſſes to prove what was 
| necellary ? No, make us thankful for it,Witneſſes are plenty, 
| and people are now wiſer than to ſtarve in a Cooks Shop 
| with Money in their Pockets : But Gentile, Honeſt Reader, 
| take the pains to throw away a little more time, than what 
you loſe here : and read this Ingenious Members Speech, and 
you will find an extraordinary piece of Wit, by the way of 
; Simule, of Bryers and Thorns : Never man hit on ſo ſharp a 
* thing, there are twenty Boys at Weſtminſter of at leaſt 
twelve years old each,thar would have (crarch'd their heads, 
and not brought forth ſuch a one ar laſt : Oh ! it is a Di- 
* vine Simule, and no doubt is a Liberty. keeping, Property- 
| preſerving, Soul-Saving, Sin-killing, and what you pleaſe. 
' The nextto it, is Coll. B's. pot. » 3. which is a very 
ſmart Simule too, bur let that paſs. Methinks he might as well 
have compar'd a Succeſſor to a Carriers Hſe, that ſhould 
Rill keep in the Rode, and it would have been as near to 
the purpoſe, and more in his own way. He is glad of the 


' Zeal of the Houſe juſt where he was ; more for Zeal than 
| Religion, 
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Religion, for the Religion the Floufe pretends coo, admits || 
not of Depoſing Princes, bur the Zeal of the Houſe for- [| 
merly did. But he is for Decency, he ſays, which that he 
may the better oblerve, I deſire he - remember the High ' 


Court of Juſtice and Scaffold at Whitehall, were very inde- 
cent, and that they were erefted _ the Dukes Father, 
and that it is very indecent to {uffer ſuch injuries run too | 
much in a Blood. [1 fear he inclines they ſhould. | 
W. H. p. 3. Says, Thet the _— is not ſrom Popery, | 
but from the Dukes Creatures, which encompaſs the King : | 
and if it be ſo, 'tis wonderful that the King and Kin don | 
are ſo long ſafe. But ſuppoſe W. H. himſelf, were = 
the King, and that the Duke ſhould be kind to him, and ger *? 
the King to do much for him, would he not be the Dukes © 
Creature, and dangerous? yet, on my Conſcience he 
would be ſuch a Creature, or he is much alter'd. I re- 
member his Worſhip in Ireland with theEarl of Eſſex, then 
in profeſſions at leaſt the Dukes Creature, bur ſince alter'd 
for want of the Government of that Kingdom ; for you 
muſt know all Fanaticks and Anti-Courtiers love two 
Maxims, to which they are very true, to acquire Riches and 
Power any how, by tair or foul means, the other, no longer 
Pipe, no longer Dance. But what doth he mean by the 
Dukes Creatures ? if it be thoſe who love the Duke, and { 
whom he loves, the Xing is one of the Dukes Creatures ; | 
they will net remove Him | hope. He had as good have 
told us, that he and his Friends wanted placcs in the Go- 
vernment, and at Court ; and till they were provided for, 
there ſhould be none about the King, but what ſhould be 
the Dukes Creatures, and dangerous, (whether they are or 
not) and it was ealie to make them fo, for 'twas buc 


paſſing. 
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a Vote and it was done : Had this gone on, his 
Majeſty by this would have been an odd ſort of Creature, 
B* W's pag. 3. Speech is nothing but an Impudent Li- 
bel againſt rhe King. He ſays, The Speech was none of the 


Kings, had nothing of His i it, and that it ts flat and ſhort 


That His Majefty was a better Man, and a better Proteſtant, 
than to make it Himſelf , and that they who adviſed it muſt 
Anſwer for it. Thisis a pretty way of calling the King an 
Ill man and a Papiſt, and of making him {o Simple as not 
to know how to expreſs his own meaning, or to fay any 
thing he was bid, v{hether it was his own ſenſe or not. It's 
one of the Extravaganteſt pieces of Impudence imaginable 
to pretend to know any mans | houghts betrer than him- 
ſelf ; but that you may ſee, he laid what he did nor think, 
and that his whole deſign was to throw dirt on the King, 
he owns it the Kings Speech at laſt ; for ſayeth he, The 
King hath gone m1, in a reſolution as far as this in his Speech, 
in His Declaration formerly from juch a Tarliament. And 
moſt of them being ſuch as this Worthy Squire, 1 he King 
had doubtlels reaſon to expect great things. 

Sir W. 7. pag. 4. Obſerves, That no man kn;wing in Laws 


or Hiſtory, but can tell us that to Bills Grateful and Popular 


the King gives his Conſent. ; 
He had not ſhew'd leſs knowledge in Law or Hiſtory, 
had he oblerv'd, that no Law Countenances ſuch a Bill, 


{ nor Hiſtory gives account, that any People ever offer'd 


\ to i, rather than that it is at the ow 4 Pleaſure to grant or 


| that wonder his Majeſty was not longer delighted with | ti 
' their Company. L. G. 


ſuch a one. He ſeems to infer that the King was bound to 
give His Royal Aﬀent, and that the People have a right 


deny. This way of Proceeding is ſo like the 0/4 Rum 
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L. G. þp. 13. Is diſſatisfy'd with thoſe Hands in ywhich 
the Adminiſtration of the Government is, and fears the 
Kings being abſolute. This is plain _—_ but not Hone- 
ſer than the others 3-he is diſpleas'd at the Governments 
being in the Kmgs Hands, for he only retle&ts on it ſince 
His Majeſty's Reſtauration : It ſeems he likes ſuch hands 
as it was in before, and would have it ſo again : he ſays, 
that when a Bank of Money # got for a Popith Succeſlor, 
then will be the time to take away the King ; but by any * 
thing I ſee, this Gentleman would have both King and 
Succeſſor taken away ſooner, or at leaſt the Xmgly Office. 
After having exprels'd himſelf ſo ill a man , ſure his Aſ- 
ſertion will appear only Malicious, and deſign'd to fill the 
Peoples heads with groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies ; there 
is nothing of Argument in it co perlwade belief, and ſince 
he gave no reaſon for his allegation, it can only be thoughr 
to proceed from a deprav'd invention ; he appears at leaſt 
but an angry Spleenatick man, who railes at the Go- 
vernment, the Succellion, and the Miniſters, becaule he is 
not of their number, 

The Bill of Excluſion is acknowledg'd no ſufficient ſe- 
curity, and T. B. obſerves it will need further expedicnts 
to back it ; If it be no ſecurity, then 'tis the worſt of Ex- 
pedients, for it forces the Duke,(ſhould He come to be King) 
to take up Arms, to recover his Right, and then the next 
E» —_ is an Army for the Bill and Parliament, and fo 
to the Left about as you were. | 

The Queſtion which W. H. p, 14, makes, whether the 
Excluding the Duke be _ or not, is ſoon anſ{wer'd . for 
that cannot be honeſt, which is againſt theLaw of God,and 


the Law of theKingdom,otherwile there would be no need 
D of 
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of ſuch a Bill , nor could fuch an A be any more Legal 
than thoſe Acts in King H, the 6's time mention'd by Mr, 
Legg, which were declar'd unjuſt, Tho' they tell us that 
theCrown is continued in the ſame Line, yet the Succeſſion is 
alter'd ; for it is non-ſenſe to me, to call it a Succeſſion, 
when the next Succcſlor by Blood is Excluded ; fo that 
tho' it be pretended to be continued (becauſe it's perhaps 
roo ſoon to own themſelves againſt Monarchy) yet 'tis appa« 
* rent, 'tis only made a property ; 'tis made uſe of as a Vi- 
zard by a Robber, which he throws away as ſoon as he hath 
commirted his Villainy ; For it the-Name of King and the 
Office, be both taken away, as they who are moſt for che 
ExclufiveBill would do,how do we differ from a Republick? 
only this, we ſtay till the people would have it. ſo ; which 
would be ſoon, it bur once they could get a finger in Dil- 
ſing the Crown. 

Sir W. I. pag.the 12. and 13th. Says, That by 1 H. 7, 
all Incapacities are taken away by the poſſeſſion of the Crown. | 
am ſure he cannot mean ſuch a poſleftion of the Crown as 
Mr. Blood had ; and if not, then fe muſt mean the poſleſſion 
to be Legal Deſcent ; ſuch a poſleſſion as by Proximity of 
Blood, a Succeſſor hath after the Death of him who did 
Poſſeſs the Crown, that muſt be called Pofleflion, which 
need no other . proof than this, that His Majeſty's Reign 
is Dated from His Fathers death, tho' He was not Crown'd 
in many years after. His Majeſty was kept from His 
Right by Force, but ſtill I hope none will deny His 
Right ; If then a Right by Blood be the zeal Poſſcfion of 
the Crown, I do not [ce how the Bill could fignifie any 
thing, nor do I ſee how this Bill could have prevented the 
Ladies Nature and Conſcience from giving Ce/er His due, 
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except bythe Bill rhey could have taken away ber Nature 


and Conlcience, which they allow her to have in the Re- 


| muſt confels I think, had they pur a clauſe into the Bil 
to prevent her having any Conſcience and Nature, is 
would have much improv'd the matter- And [ can as ſoon 
believe that the Houſe of Commons can give me a Natural 
Father after I am born, as | can they may take away the 
Dukes Right of Delcent ; for it is a general rule, that no 
body can take away that which he hath no power to give ; 
and I ſuppole the Commons will not ſay they have power 
to givethe Crown: If chey do, then 'tis plain what they 
would be at. 

An At againſt Common*ſenſe is void ſaith Sir F. W. p14+ 
which is the erueft and moſt ingenious thing he ſays in that 
Speech, except this, viz. That the Lawyers are apt to be on 
the ſtrongeſt ide on which ſide you may be ſure he choughr 
himſelf, when he ſpoke. Burt let us conſider this Propoſt- 
tion, and then we ſhall find the Bill of Excluſion, were it an 
AR, to be void. | 

Firſt, 'tis thus againſt Common-ſenſe ; the King. is a 
King by Gods appointment ; it is the Almighty's Preroga- 
tive to appoint Kings, but I do not find that this Prerogatrve 
is given to the King, but on the contrary we fiad Succeſſion 
alſo appoinced by God ; fo that there is no Authority, m 
this matrer in the King : The People neicher do, nor..can 
pretend any Title to their part in making Laws bur from 
the King ; ſo did the King and People agree in this, here 
were they concurring who had no right to Concur ; and 
is it not Non-ſenle to propoſe a thing to be done by thoſe, 
who have no Authority to do it ? | 
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| Secondly, che three Nations have oblig'd themſelves by. 
the Oaths of Allegiance 'and Supremacy to the King and his 
Lawful Succeſſors, not ſuch as his Majeſty and Parliament 
ſhould appoint ; for who is a Lawful Succeſſor is alread 
derermin'd. So that without Perjury, which is fo mu 
the greater by how much the more it 1s publick , chis' Bill 
could not paſs. Perjury is certainly againſt good Con- 
ſcience, and 'twill be hard then to prove it agreeable to 
common Senle. | 

Bur let us conſider it as the Sheriffs Caſe inſtanc'd, and 
we ſhall find ſuch an A& void that way ; for here is the 
Law binding the Peoples Obedience to the Succeſlors, as 
well as to the King: ThisLaw is now in force,and they tel{ 
you, ſhall continue ſo, 'tis not all intended to be alrer'd. So 
that the Act would be void this way ; for if the Sheriffs 
Commiſſion was void, becaule it had an exception, con- 
trary to Law, ſo muſt ſuch an Ac fail, becauſe it is an 
exception far more repugnant both ro Law and Reaſon. 

He proceeds further and tells us, that the ſame Authority 
that can make a Deſcent of the Crown, may modifie it ; but 
were his Poſition true (which is not) yet his concluſion is 
falſe, for if I have any part in Authority to make a Deſcent 
of the Crown, yet when [ have refign'd that Authority, I 
- cannot again re-aſſume it ; but this Authority never was in 
the Parliament, becauſe not inthe King; and if the Parlia- 
ment have not their power from the Aimg, they have none 
at all ; ſo there is no Authority in this cale. But ſhould the 
People be ftill ſo deluded (as by ſome Members 'tis ſaid they 
are) that they believe noching, but this B1Y, can prelerve 
Religion, and that they ſhould, (were there another Parlia- 


ment call'd,) purſue that Fancy; let us conſider what reaſon 
they 
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have, to expect to be gratified young and 
ere is be any thing more than a Humour, or Frenzy, 
-If the Succeſſion be- once alter'd, where will ic end? For: 
by the ſame rule, every Succeſſor may be Excluded, and. 
ſo the Crown comes to be very-much in the Peoples diſ- 
poſe ; A thing ſo unreaſonable, that tho' 'tis plain that 
muſt be the end of the Bill, yet none have the confidence 
to own it to be the Deſign : The ſame Right His Majeſty. 
hath to the Crown, His Lawful Succeflor hath, and by an 
Excluſive Bil, the poſleſſion of the one is as much unſettled 
as the Title of the other : and there is no more difference 
berween Excluding the Succeſſor and the Prince himſelf ; 
than there is berween Murdering a Child ia the Womb, 
and Murdering it aker it is Born, That the King being 
Gods Vicegerent, cannot Diſpoſe of his Commithon bus 
by Gods appointment, is moſt certain, and it is not pretett« 
ded that people have a Right ro Diſpole of the Crown; 
they are not yet ſo mad,. for' they know the King. hath 2 
Title by Conqueſt, - which would take away ſuch a pres 
tence ; and all men of fenſe do know that, whatever Laws 
there are relating to the Crown, are not. Laws Eſtabliſhi 
the Crown, but the Allegiance and-Fidelity of the people, 
and are like Conf: ſion of Faith, lo many later 
ot His Majeſty s Right ; and were any more pretended by 
them, it were as ridiculous, as ſhould we pretend that 
our giving God his Arcributes makes him God, tho' it were 
not lo prophane. It Enz/and have Fundamental Laws ane 
Cuſtoms, = cannot be alter'd ; if any Cuſtoms or Law 
be Fundamendal, thoſe binding us to Aliezzance are, which 
is juſtly due to the Succeſlor, as to the prelentKing,and theſe 
Laws His Majclty is as much ſworn to, as any ; fo that b 
t hi 
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this meats thete is'an-impothibility. of conſenting tothe Bil 
» is it not Treaſon m-one man. to endeayour to ſubvert 
| che IR rm x roalter Te earn and 
is the Treaſon leſs, or lets dangerous for being the Defi 
| of amultitude ? Thoſe who-direRtdaheir rs to yz 
ſue the Bill, I think may juſtly -be accus'd of Treaſon, 

Bur have the People no pretence to a ſhare in Diſpoſing 
of the Crown, and can their Repreſentatives, who have 
| their Power from them, have any ? This 1s 1o ſenſeleſs a 
Freak, that he who has it, delerves to be begg'd of the 
King. . So that you lee tho Sir F. W. would have found 
| an Authoricy to modifie the Crown, there is really none, 
| and he.is as nauch miſtaken in that , as when he ſays, The 
People ſent them thither ; And now let us take a ſhort view 
of all was doing, and fee how reaſonable it was, and how 
muchto the purpole pretended. 
| The firſt thing we will obſerve ſhall be the care of the 
| Proteſtant Religion, and the way they were on, for preſer- 

ving it, and that was by repealing the At of the 35 of 
| Queen . Elizabeth ; which was the great Inſtrument that 
| ſettled the Church as it is. Now how could this miſs ? For 
| then thoſe men who will not ſubmit to the Laws, might 
| have done what they pleas'd ; a certain way to ſettle the 
| Church. | 
Þ But there is a knot of fooliſh Fellows, of which I am 
one, that think this, and Uniting DiſJenters, was to make 
2 Law, that who pleas'd might Rebel ? nay, they think 
'the Houſe of Commons made themlelves too _ when 
\they would have made a Law, to pleaſe them, who con- 
I'temn the Laws already made; and ſo oppinionating this 


{Knot is, that they believe chemlelyes berter Friends to _ 
hb & | | 20 | 
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ring 3 Religion and.the Parliament for, being for having 
the Laws pur in Execution, than any who are far re- 
pealing them ;” and they almoſt doubt whether a Motion, 
much leſs a Bill,for repealing was at all offer d,for they lay, 
who in that great Aflembly cauld,be ſo foolliſh to raove, 
that, ſince People will not obey the Law,let us Ena& ,that 
they may chooſe whether they will or not. | 

The next thing was the Preſervation of hisMajeſty's perz 
ſon, and in order.to this, the former Parliament which 
conſiſted of the ſame Members for che moſt part, were for 
Disbanding his Guards, and ſending ſome of them to Tan: 
gier ; an undoubred way to ſecure his Perſon ; but upon 
the word of Mr. Colledge there was no Plot notwithſtan- 
ding this, 

This laſt Parliament was for removing all about his Ma= 
jeſty and altering the Succeſſion ; and who can deny this 
to be a way to ſecure both his Perſon and Crown to them- 
ſelves. —_—_———— — CS 

Then for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion and 
Securicy of His Majeſties Perſon , the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy were to be Diſpens'd with; and this was 
their Care of His Majeſty , and ſuch was their diſlike to Po- 
pery, that like Jeſuits, they would have Diſpens'd with our 
Allegiance to our Prince, and like the Inquiſition were for 
Excluding the next Lawtul Succeſſor, for not being of their 
Opinion. Are not theſe pure marks of Loyal Subjects, and 
True Proteſtants : But God be prais'd the King is ſafe, and 
ſo is the Church, and we have heard of no Plots againſt 
either ſince the Parliament ſat, but then indeed Phts rum-» 
bled fo amongſt us, we were almoſt out of our Wits. 


To 
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Fil who'is fo "FD chat the + 
Tap If 6 amp i Rali a rs England, the 
[ Preſervation F: the Monarchy and Crown 'in its nh ey 
| Deſcent, the Securicy of the Kings Perſon, the Law / 


arlons, the particular Laws of England , of Loyalty" 


| bring pry oe obey yet for all ha hey wer Dill 


= were all alike deſign'd to be preſery'd by 
| O wor 


— Nobili ira Leonis, - | 
Parcere ſubjefis oy debellare ſuperbos. 
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